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1.Background of the country: from the collapse
of the Soviet Union to Russia’s war against
Ukraine. Three revolutions prism



Pre-XX century history (1)

Long history of being divided between different state
entities

Kyivan Rus’ (late 9" — mid-13t" century), founded by the
Varangian (Viking) Prince Rurik
* Active external relations, e.g. with Byzantine Empire,
Turkic people, Mongols

Kingdom of Galicia-Volhynia (13-14% century), where
contemporary West of Ukraine belonged

Grand Duchy of Lithuania (13-16 century, 1569),
bringing together most of contemporary Ukraine’s
territories

Rzeczpospolita (1569-1795): territories of Ukraine,
Lithuania and Poland

Andriiv Church in Kyiv,
Colourbox



Old churches in Kyiv and Chernigiv
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Pre-XX century history (2)

* Divisions of Rzeczpospolita in XVIIl century between the Prussian
Kingdom, the Russian Empire and the Habsburgs (Austrian-Hungarian
Empire)

e Southeast and central parts of Ukraine - in the Russian Empire
* Western parts of the country — the Austrian-Hungarian Empire

* Following the First World War: Soviet Union (central and southeast
Ukraine)

* Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Poland : West of Ukraine

* Following the Second World War: all territories of Ukraine under the
Soviet Union
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Ukraine in the USSR (1)

 (Failed) attempts to create independent Ukraine in
1917-1918 (Ukraine’s People’s Republic)

e 30 December 1922 — creation of the USSR

* Crucial role in the USSR’s economy (2"¢ most
important republic in the USSR in industrial terms;
2 of all USSR agricultural products grown in
Ukraine)

* Policies of industrialization, collectivization, de-
Ukrainization

e Ukrainian “Executed Renaissance” (1920s-1930s)

* 1932-1933 — genocide of Ukrainians through
famine (Holodomor): 4.8 million victims + 2.7 min
unborn




Reflecting on mass murders, committed
by Hitler’s and Stalin’s regimes in Central
and Eastern Europe between 1933-1945
“Bloodlands” - the region comprising
Ukraine, Belarus, Poland, the Baltic
States, northeast Romania and western
parts of Russia

Drawing similarities between the two
totalitarian regimes, which killed around
14 million noncombatants between 1933
and 1945, largely outside German
concentration camps

Huge Stalin’s political repressions

EUROPE
BETWEEN

HITLER AND
STALIN

TIMOTHY SNYDER




Ukraine in the USSR (2)

* Focus on rebuilding the economy following the war

* Following Stalin’s death in 1953: “snowbreak” period
(Nikita Khrushchev), rehabilitation of victims BUT!
continued repressions against “dissidents”

* 1964-1982 — period of stagnation, which followed the
post-war growth (Leonid Brezhnev era)

e 1973-1974 — oil crisis, start of USSR’s oil export

* 1982-1991 — turmoil period: standstill economy + war in

Nikita Khrushchev at the Afghanistan + reform attempts
UN, Colourbox




1990 Revolution on the Granite
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1990 Revolution on the Granite

e 2-17 October 1990 — protest (hunger strike),
announced by the Ukrainian Student Union, as a
response to communists’ victory and a low
number of democrats’ mandates in the
Verkhovna Rada

* Demands:
* Re-election of the Rada
* Nationalization of the Communist party’s ownership

* Non-signature of any further union agreement with
Soviet states

* Resignation of the head of the Council of Ministers
Vitaliy Masol

e Success: manifestation by the Rada,
guaranteeing the fulfillment of protesters’
demands

Source: Wiki, “l agree to sacrifice my
life for free Ukraine”



Ukraine’s Independence Day: 24 August 1991
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2004/2005 Orange Revolution

Sources: Jet D’Encre,



2004/2005 Orange Revolution

* Series of protests following the 2004 presential elections, marked by
massive corruption, voter intimidation and large-scale fraud

* Revote ordered by the Supreme Court for 26 December 2004

* Changes made to the Constitution of Ukraine to shift to increase the
powers of the Parliament

* Victory of Victor Yuchschenko, which gave start to Ukraine’s European
and Euro-Atlantic Integration

* Emphasis on history and culture & revealing communist crimes



Euromaidan / Revolution of Dignity




Euromaidan and a start of the war in 2014

 Response to President’s Yanukovych refusal to sign the
Association Agreement with the EU because of Putin’s
pressure

* Violent standoff in November 2013-February 2014
* Yanukovych’s fleeing to Russia in February 2014
* New elections in May 2014

e Russia’s annexation of Crimea and the start of ‘separatist’
conflict in Eastern Ukraine

* Signing of the EU-Ukraine AA in 2014
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Developments between 2014 and 2022

Positive economic _ and political developments amid
association with the EU in the government-controlled areas

Decentralization and public administration reform + creation
of anticorruption agencies

Multiple Western donor-led projects in government-controlled
areas

“Occupation by proxies” in Luhansk and Donetsk regions,
multiple human rights abuses there and extensive deployment
of Russian propaganda and hybrid warfare.

2014 Minsk | and 2015 Minsk Il Agreements
Election of Volodymyr Zelenskyy in 2019

Zelenskyy’s initial strive for peace, followed by his support for
investigations of Russian “fifth column” in Ukraine
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2. Origins and peculiarities of the war



Key points about the Russia-Ukraine War (1)

It did not come ‘out of the blue’, with the U.S.
intelligence alarming the West and Ukraine about
Russia’s invasion plans since November.

The invasion was preceded by Russia’s large-scale
military build-up around Ukraine’s borders in the
North and Southeast.

Russia’s used the build-up (and Ukraine as a hostage)
to demand “security guarantees” from the West
including:

1. Closed doors to NATO for Ukraine and Georgia

2. NATO’s pullback to 1997 borders

3. De facto prohibition of any NATO military activities in
former Soviet Union




The Russian hybrid war against Ukraine

:’T’r:“usmcm i amm d ,| ,§‘~§ N . = 1 Political component: ) |
e o St ==y ENY = ,,_@} 39 Battalion Tactical Group {he ihckoue o complets aetare of)
| they could support several operational daections. | XSS 1 Messages from Russia “Both |
1)t suggests that they will be permanently | SR (BTGI') 1 Ukraine and Poland serve as US-led !
 ronsterd o the Wesiom Witry Dt (WMD) ¥ Russia nuciear bomber flew ! ‘*~~..Smolensk 114 000 milita ersonel total INATO _ strongholds in ~Russia's ]
Yand remain on the Ukrainian andlor Belarusian | 1 B 3 ryp 1 geopolitical encirclement strategy”. !
'buﬂ«bramﬁ&yanwynabemﬁndl |‘2‘.'°_'Ed:"_"lf1_"‘f_°:__, 4 f | Economic component: )
| destination within the WMD). ia i

____________________

Orel-Voronezh Operation Russia i
TESOUrCeEs.

' Direction et e e e 1

'This recent series of Russmnl ________________________
| redeployments, alongwnhmergy _______________________ lmmmmwmwmn
:prossuroanddesmbahzanonatthe. ! z y : Sl ety :mm«ma\e q b;:a ,deployed
 border, is part of Russia's hybrid! 1 \ | Russian amour and troops buid- | e 2 bichsboadriig 2 '
|waragamstUkrame Conditions are | : {UP on Ukrainian border sparked | « == lmmmmg:;uewuummmn
being created to increase pressure. ~ ioED TS vemngclimasin ;. ! deployment would support Russia's Zapad-2021 milfary |

"QUK nd Bel The ! . Y A e NK o 'mumm«mmammhml
jon Ukraine  a Shosh L ﬁﬁoﬁ main Zapad-2021 exercises from September 10-16). !
Isituation is constantly closoly, . I(azakhstan
:momtored by Ukraine, the Unrtedl . Russia &
| States and NATO. g e e 2
1 The situation unfolding today on the- el ool oS o i m: o —etigs
{ border between Belarus and Poland, ! | formations and units of the 1st (Donetsk) and 2nd (Luhansk) army 1 ° -
1on the border between Belarus and | | corps of the operative group of the Russian occupation troops. In the | o Vavoneth
{Ukraine, and before that on the o T e ) Ukraine

S 'dw\suwCoanm" dasses and combal readiness |
'border between Belarus and' mans,('mms wmmwwnm |

|I.nhuan|a. is just a manifestation of! ,

'theKremImshybnd war. . m

,ThegroupofRuwan forces mdudes ) PAL / mzmlnsky .NOVOChe_rta_ss_k ______________

1 troops of the 8th and 20th armies of | ostov-on-Don !The Kemin is _dstibuting Russian |

| the SMD and WMD, as well as forces | X 1 passports and organizing illegal elections in | ¢
.andtneansoftheBlackSanleetof' |MNMWW”$: ”

lthe Russian Federation, 'buonwaemmmmw 1

!units and parts of the 4th and ethl Transnistria Operation < xx;‘x‘;*\\\\:' \'é. ----------------- ¢
{Armies of the Air force of the! Direction |, @) i :
: Eias of Riscia: : ; ‘.‘\. — 7_/_ Don Operation Direction
,1st and 2nd Army Corps, are fully' o -
ipart of the Armed Forces of the, Romania O Angarskyr?” 3"

'Russian Federation. At least 2,0001 Simferopol) @
(Russian personnel officers are| N A .';&;;,; ' e ;,,""; .
:d'rectly present in the temporanly. - Sevastopol [ Tor fioh! d: @ Stavropol

oy e | i i e e e
l Y for exercises. The restriction will |
S S S S S O S o o aae ¥ run from April 24 to October 31,2021, | ) S

Bu/gar 1a Crimean Operation Vladykavkasza ° i
Direction ;

https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/12/06/biden-
ukraine-russia-military/



Key points about the Russia-Ukraine War (2)

Source: Washington post

4. Following several rounds of discussing “security
guarantees”, Russia announced itself dissatisfied with
the results and refused from further discussions.

5. Russia used a patchwork of messy arguments to
justify its “special military operation”, including

*alleged ‘genocide’ Ukraine commits towards
Russia’s puppet Luhansk and Donetsk People’s
Republics (‘LPR’ and ‘DPR’)

*Ukraine’s militarization and plans to attack
Russia / use force to get back Crimea annexed
by the Russian Federation

*Protecting civilians from Kyiv ‘Nazi’ regime.




Map of the actual attack

Belarus
Russian troops :
crossed the border towards
Kharkiv, a major Ukrainian city

Moldc

Romania

Source: Inews



Some “funny” justifications
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AMepurKaHCKMe 3KCNepThl KOHCYbTUPOBany YKpauHy

B BOnpocax besonacHocTn buonoruueckux nabopatopuid,
Ho Bnactm CLUA Hukoraa He Bnasenv MU U He yNpaenanu
nx aeaTensHocTbro. 06 3ToM 3aseun oduUManbHbIN
npeacTasuTens rocaenaptamenTa Hea [Npaiic.

CLUA nomoranu Ykpause «[1pasutenscteo CLUA He pacnonaraet v He ynpaeaaet
B BOMPOCax N1a6opaTopHoit buonoruueckummn nabopatopuamu Ha YkpavHe. Touka.

6e30nacHOCTHN
o ne matos © UF TouHo Tak XKe, Kak Mbl 3TO Aenasiv B APYTuX CTpaHax

Yurarsrlasu e W fexc Hosocrn  Supexc € d3en

Nno BCEMY MMUPY, 3KCMepTbl MHOrAa nomoranu YkpavHe
MOCKBA, 9 map — PUA HosocTi, Enena Monosa. MikoGopori Poccui B BONpocax nabopatopHoit 6e20nacHOCTU. 3TUM AEATENLHOCTL UCUYEPMbIBANACHY, — 3aABUA

oBHAPYRANO0 Ka Yipanke Suonatopatopun, pafiotaawwe Ha CLUA. B

Mpaiic, Buaeo onybankoeaHo Ha youtube-kaHane CBS News. Mo ero cnoeam, YkpavHa
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MexukH He pa3 NPUSLIBAM AMEPHUKIHLES NPUCOEANHHTLLR K MEXIYHIPOAHOMY

AOXYMENTY AN KOMTPONA HAQ 6AKTEPMONOTHHECKUMK YTPO3aMK, HO B Benow

AOME TaKk U He COTAatUINCh.
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MocKanbKoBa Ha3BaJia reHoOLuaA0oM
cutyauuto B [loHbacce

Poccuickuii ombyacmeH TatbaHa MocKanbKoBa Ha3Bana reHoumnaom cobbiTus B
Hoxbacce

VrostHOMOYEeHHBIH 110 ITPABAM YeJI0BEKA B
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npu3HaKaMm reHonuga». 06 atom cooburaer
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COOBITHH, CPpEAH KOTOPLIX 3allpelleHne bon Cl el

BBITLJIAT TIEHCHH, 3alIpellleHKe BhIILIAT
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YTO JII0AY DOATCH 3a CBOIO YKU3Hb.



Key points about the Russia-Ukraine War (3)

6. The aim of the invasion was, however, simple:
blitzkrieg and occupation of the whole Ukraine or at
least the whole Southeast of the country and Kyiv.

7. Western allies were almost sure Kyiv would fall in
24-96 hours and thought of the future with a ‘puppet
regime’ in Kyiv.

8. Nevertheless, the USA, the UK and Canada were
the first countries to send defensive weapons to
Ukraine prior to the invasion (as part of the
deterrence).

9. The month of war demonstrated Russia’s
miscalculations as to the strength of its army and,
most importantly, Ukraine’s resistance.

10. As of the end of March, Russia officiaIIK
‘refocused’ its attention towards ‘liberating’ Donets
and Luhansk regions.




Peace prospects and talks

1730 28.03.2022 (o6HoBNneHO: 18:00 28.03.2022) < 18344

Poccuu He ocTtaBunu Bbibopa
no YKpauHe, 3assBUNa
MaTBUeHKo

Cnukep CO MaTBUEHKO 3a88M/a O KenaHum PoCCm 3aKOHYUTD
pa3Ba3aHHY K KMeBOM BOMHY Ha YKpanHe

As of end of March 2022, both Ukraine and Russia

feel they would not get ‘an ideal victory'.

Peace talks started already on the 4t day of war
with new Russia’s ultimatums, such as:

Ukraine’s neutrality (no NATO) and demilitarization
Its ‘denazification’ t

Recognition of Crimea as Russia’s territory
Recognition of DPR/LPR independence
Russian as an official language in Ukraine i i O G B S i

As of 30 March 2022, ‘demilitarization’ and

‘denazification’ are off the agenda.



Ukraine’s position as of 30 March 2022

Neutrality + security guarantees, contained in a multilateral
agreement with Russia as one of guarantors

Clearly determined substance of security guarantees (including
“closing the sky”)

Treaty to be approved by the all-Ukrainian referendum before
ratification

Signing of the multilateral treaty is only possible after ceasefire
and the withdrawal of Russian troops to the positions as of 23
February (invalidity of treaties concluded under coercion)

15-year negotiations period as to the status of Crimea

The status of DPR and LPR to be discussed additionally by
Putin and Zelenskyy

Russia does not object to Ukraine’s joining the EU

European guarantors support Ukraine in the membership
process



Further developments and actual situation

* Peace talks stopped following the uncovering of Russia’s war crimes in
deoccupied towns of Kyiv region (April 2022

* Deoccupation of Kharkiv region in the North of Ukraine in early autumn 2022
* Fighting in the South (Kherson region)

e Russia’s use of multiple blackmail tools: grain deal, occupation of Zaporizhia
nuclear power plant, use of nuclear weapons

e Putin’s official annexation of occupied (parts of) Kherson, Zaporizhia, Luhansk
and Donetsk regions in September 2022, coupled with the announcement of
mobilization and attempts to ruin Ukrainian energy infrastructure

* Ukraine’s position: no negotiations with Putin + deoccupation of the whole
territory of Ukraine including Crimea.



UKRAINE

Ukraine’s position: no negotiations with Putin +
deoccupation.of the wheleterritory of Ukraine
u including Crimea

RUSSIA



3. Internal politics during the war, challenges
and prospects



Key trends in internal politics

* Consolidation of power by the Zelenskyy’s “Servant of the People”
party and the Administration of the President under the martial law

e But (!) decisions still made in the Parliament by usual procedures

e Opposition: “European Solidarity”, led by the former President Petro
Poroshenko

* Shrinking of pro-Russian political space, prohibition of pro-Russian
parties BUT (!) possibilities of such party members to preserve
mandates

 High popularity of the military and the leaders of volunteer
movements among Ukrainians

* High level of social mobilization
e Use of technologies: “Diya”, distant education, “Invisible University”
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New faces of Ukrainian politics? Azovstal defenders




4. International response to the war



Three categories of countries according to their
response

e Ukraine’s allies (the Democracy coalition) including
countries-guarantors under the 1994 Budapest

Memorandum: USA, the EU,NATO, individual European
countries, Japan, South Korea

* Russia’s allies: Belarus, Iran, North Korea (Nicaragua and
Eritrea)

* “In-between camp”
» Special role of Turkey as a mediator
* Israel’s and Indonesia’s attempts to suggest mediation
* African countries’ challenging role because of grain exports



Types of supportto Ukraine

* Condemnation of Russia’s aggression at
various international forums (e.g. the
recent General Assembly Resolution,
expressing non-recognition and
condemnation of the annexation of four
Ukrainian regions)

 Various acts of symbolic support

* Sanctions against Russia

e Supplies of lethal and non-lethal aid to
Ukraine

Jonas Gahr Stgre in Ukraine

* Financial and humanitarian support
* Intake of Ukrainian refugees



Internal policy change

* Worldview change: war is possible, need to
be prepared, stronger geopolitical thinking

e Cutting Europe’s dependency on Russian
energy sources

e Strengthening  European security and
defense architecture
e Admission of Finland and Sweden to NATO Source: Financial Times

e Strengthening capabilities in terms of both the
EU and NATO

* Investigating Russian security services’
presence in Europe




@he Washington Post

Democracy Dies in Darkness

M

An air traffic control tower at Bergen Airport in Norway on Wednesday. (Marit Hommedal/NTB Scanpix/AP)
ﬂ Listen 3 min I:] Comment 832 % Gift Article |T| Share

BRUSSELS — Norwegian officials warned Thursday that there could be
more arrests after at least seven Russians — including the son of a close
assocliate of President Vladimir Putin — were detained in recent weeks
for flying drones or taking pictures near sensitive areas, prompting an

investigation by the domestic intelligence service.



A Strategic Compass for a stronger EU security and defence in
the next decade (1)

* Four axes: Act; Secure; Invest and Partner

* Act:
* EU Rapid Deployment Capacity of 5.000 troops
200 fully equipped CSDP missions experts
Regular live exercises on sea and land
Full use of EU Peace Facility to support partners
Easier decision-making processes for CSDP missions

* Secure:
» Stronger intelligence capabilities
* Hybrid Toolbox and Response Teams to address hybrid thretas
* Cyber Diplomatic Toolbox and Cyber-Defence Policy
* Foreign Information and Manipulation Toolbox
e Strengthening of the EU as a maritime security actor
* EU Space Strategy for Security and Defense



A Strategic Compass for a stronger EU security and defense in
the next decade (2)

* Invest
e Substantial increase in defense expenditures
* Exchange on national defense spending objectives
* Boost defense technologic innovation

* Partner
 NATO, G7, UN and regional partners (OSCE, ASEAN
* Bilateral partnerships (USA, Canada, Norway)

* Tailored partnerships with neighbourhood countries, Africa, Latin America,
their participation in CSDP missions



5. Ukraine in/and Europe and the world

GE BRAVE. LIKE
UKRAINEL



EU-Ukraine Association Agreement as a framework
for Ukraine’s European integration

Concluded in 2014 following the Euromaidan

Designed as a framework for “integration without
membership”

Lack of the membership perspective

* Geopolitical reasons

* Enlargement fatigue
Political and economic  aspects, multiple
opportunities for integration, cooperation and

pathways for the AA’s update and adding new
spheres (e.g., Digital Single Market integration)

Elaborate multilevel institutional structure to
manage cooperation

EU-Ukraine
Association Agreement

The EU - Ukraine Association Agreement refiacts the Importance
T'he comprehensive dacument, ambitious and pieneering, will sugy
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http://ekmair.ukma.edu.ua/handle/123456789/7874
https://twitter.com/EUDelegationUA

Single Market integration (Title IV AA)

Sanitary and
phytosanitary standards

Trade in goods Trade in services

Standards for industrial
products (prospective
ACAAA — Agreement on
Conformity Assessment and
Acceptance of Industrial
Products)

Digital Single Market (e.g.,
Public procurement telecommunications,
electronic trust services)
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War, the Use of Existing Arrangements and a Leap

Forward (1)

* Dl in the security domain

* Cyber Rapid Response Teams and Mutual Assistance in
Cyber Security under PESCO

« The use of space technologies for assisting with the
delivery of medical goods (the EU Agency for Space
Programme)

* Rule of law / investigating Russia’s war crimes

« Eurojust’s support to Ukraine, Lithuania and Poland to
create joint investigation teams (JITs) (operational, legal,
financial and technical assistance)

« Communication and intelligence gathering with Europol
(engaging with Ukrainian Europol Liaison in Brussels)

 In-depth cooperation under the Operational Task Force of
OSINT (open source intelligence experts)
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Source: European
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War, the Use of Existing Arrangements and a Leap
Forward (2)

* DI in the economic / connectivity domain
« The DCFTA as a foundation for waving all exports duties for Ukrainian goods
« “Solidarity lanes” for grains exports, incl. speeded-up transport and customs procedures
* “Transport visa-free” regime under the special transport liberalization agreement

« Eliminating the need for Ukrainian carriers to obtain appropriate permits for
bilateral and transit traffic to EU countries

* Measures to facilitate the recognition of drivers’ licences
« Extending four European Transport corridors to the territories of Moldova and Ukraine
« Joining BEREC (telecommunications, roaming)

* DI in the environmental domain
« Ukraine as a first non-EU country to join the EU LIFE programme
* Needs assessment
» Capacity-building
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Foundation for future EU-Ukraine

speeded-up trade between the

EU and Ukraine Solldarlty Lanes

Supporting Ukraine’s
agricultural exports:

o Additional freight rolling stock, vessels &
lorries

¢ Increased capacity of transport networks &
transhipment terminals

o Accelerated customs operations & other
inspections
e Storage of goods on EU territory ﬂ—r

e LOnger term: increasing infrastructure capacity
& establishing new connections e
Commission



Ukraine’s relations with other actors

 Strong alliances with the USA and the
UK, despite political turmoil

e Strengthening of the relations with NATO
as an organization

* Application for NATO membership in
response to Putin’s annexation of territories

e Support by 10 NATO members: Canada,
Poland, the Baltics

e Attempts to build new ties to Latin
American and African actors

Source: Kyiv Independent



Outlook

e Strong culture of resistance and
societal mobilization in Ukraine

e War as a 4t revolution ?

e Russia’s war against Ukraine as a
“wake-up call” for the democratic
world

 Unclear strategy vis-a-vis future
Russia

* Dealing with China and Taiwan
e Will the rules-based order sustain?




